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Ucgislative Council,
Tuesday, 16th August, 1932,

ragn
Address-in-Reply, seeond day ... 14

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at +.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 11th Aungust.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) {4.47]:
First of all, I would like to refer to the
gracious act on the part of His Majesty the
King in sending the message that was read
during the opening cercmmony in connection
with this Parliament, with the reception of
which, I think, the Council should he well
pleazed. It furnished striking evidence ot
His Majesty’s interest in fhis ontpost of
Empire. I am sure 1 express the opinion
of all hon. members when I say that our
best wishes are that he will long he per-
nitted to reign over ns. I next desire to
comment upon your re-election, My, Presi-
dent, to the proud position you oceupy in
this Chamber.  You bave discharged the
duties entrusted to you with marked ability,
with credit to yourself and advantage to this
Chamber. 1 cannof proceed further without
mentioning the loss we sustained through
the death of the Hon. Arthur Lovekin. I
endorse everyvthing that the Leader of the
House said at the opening ceremony. Per-
sonally I have lost one of my hest friends.
the Council has lost one of its best legisla-
tors, and the Silate has lost one of its best
citizens. Mention has been made of the loss
through death suffered by the Legislafive
Assembly and 1 eannot pass hy that phase
without making rveference to the death of
Mrs. Cowan, who did so much for the women
{olk of this State. I was onc of threc mem-
hers who were opposed to women entering
Parliament. I think there were three in this
Chamber—2Mr. Hanersley, Mr. Miles, and
myself. T do not think there was any op-
position to women members in another place.
The fuestion was discussed on the eve of a
general eleetion, and T eannot say whether
that made any difference. Tn due course I
was asked fo iake the chair at one of Mrs.

Cowan’s meetings, and I told the audiena
the exaet position. I told them that if they
decided to return a woman to Parliament,
they could not find a hetter woman than
Mrs, Cowan, I regret the ahsence from the
Honse of Mr. Glasheen, who has retired
from polities on account of ill-health. 1T
know Mr. Glasheen very well, and T do nm
think we had a more earnest man or a man
nnbued with a greater desire to do good for
the people as a whole, Some of our friends
fell hy the wayside during the recent elec-
tion—Sir William Lathlain and Mr. Jemp-
ton. This iz merely history repesting itself,
Tf we go baeck two thounsand vears. we read
of the people breaking down branches anl
shouting “Hosanna,” and a few days later
crying “Crucify him.” Sir William Lath-
tain and Mr. Kempton were not returned,
and in my opinion they were erucified. |
weleome the new memhers—2Mr. Bolton, Mr.

. DPiesse, Mr. Moore and Mr. Clydesdale. My

Moore bas sat in this Chamber before. T
am prevented from giving just due to the
Labonv Party in this State, hecanse they uss
it against me on other occasions. If they
uzed my remavks fairly, T would not mind,
but fliey uwse extracts that smit their pw-
poses, and consequently one is prevented
From saving all he would desire to say. Let
me give an instance. On one oceasion |
said, “Robbed of the Trades Hall influence,
Mr. Collier. I believe, is the meavest ap-
proaeh to o stafesman we have’  The
Lahour Party went avound the country

ad  told the people what T had sail
about Mr. Collier, but in doing so.
dvopped the vital words “Robhed of

the Trades Hall influenee” Conseguentiv
one has to be careful. The hest T ean say
of Mr. Moore is that I weleome him, but |
am sorry that his predeceszor is not here.
Mr. Clydesdale has already taken a step in
the right direction. He has made a trip
through the northern part of the State and
has eome hack a eonvert to the need for do-
ing something there, JMr. Bolton has been
returned, a man full of energy and, I should
say, full of confidence. He did very well
last Thursday in moving the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, but when
he spoke abhout abolishing Parliament and
appointing six men to run the conntry, he
suggested an impossible proposition.

Hon. H. J. Yelland : He 15 a unificationist.

"Hon. J. J. HOLMES: What we want ta
do iz to make the Parliamentary job unpro-
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fitable for wen oither than these who wish
tu give their best services to the Suate. 1T
we do that, we <hall not be troubled with
ton many members, but we shall have mem-
bhers of the rizht class.

Hon, AL M, Cladesdale: Like vonrselt?

Hon. J. ). HOLMES: No. Members will
bear me ont when 1 say that, from wmy place
in this House, | forecast the diftienlt positica
in which we tind ourselves, as far back a:
10 or 15 years ago. But what is the use
of saying “I told you so!” "I'wo men went
up to the temple to pray.  Ouoe praved,
“Lord, 1 thank thee that T am not as other
men are. T fast twice in the week. zive (o
the poar,” ete.  The other man prayed, ~God,
he merciful to me, a sinner”™ L have no de-
sire to put myself’ on a pedestal, but T would
be perfectly justified in advaneing proof that
I forecast 10 or 15 vears apo the diffieult
position in which we now find ourselves,

Hon. E. H. Hurvis: Are vou going to
make another forecast to-day?

Hew, J. J. HOLMES: Yes. 1 nrwe npon
the new members—thiz does not apply
My, Clydesdale or My, Movre beeanse they
are not robhed of the Trules Hall influence
—T1 repeat, T urge Mr. Bolton and Mr. Piesse
to realize from the outset that this is o non-
party House. The danger 1 have feaved lor
many years is the making of this Chamber
a party House. If members desire evidence
of the fallacy of making a party louse of
thi= Chamber, let me point fo the Federa-
tion, The trouble with Federation is that
the Senate has been made a party House.
The [ramers of the Constitution provided
for «ix Senators for each State. The two
large Siate~ were given six Sceoators, and
the four smaller States were given zix Nena-
tors each, the expeetation being that the 24
would hold the 12 and that justice wounld
he done to all the States, Those members
o o their eonstituents as representatives of
the Naitonalist. Labour or Country party,
as the ease may be, and they return to Can-
herra and walk into & party [Honse,  "That
1= the blat on Federation, and it would he a
Liot on this State if we did nol retain Lhis
Chamber as a non-parly Honse. 8o mueh
for my advice to new members, | musf not
jrass without reference tu the Chiell Secre-
tary, who fortunately is back with us, thongh
not perhaps as well as we could wish hun
to be after his recent illness. My remarks
will be Fairly wencral and | do not intend

to attack any Government in particnlar, ex-
cept Lo say that all Governments since the
Wilson Government are responsible for the
ditieult pozition in which we find ourselves
to-ilay.  For the Chief Secretury, [ shall
take my erificiant as light as possible, but
still there are points which must be brought
out.  The task of leading this House is too
tueh for one man. In another place there
are six Ministers. each of whom introduces
his own Bills afrer having studied them and
after having conlerred with  the depart-
mental authorities.  Those Bills are then sent
to this Honse to he dealt with by one Min-
ister.  Why should we not have two Minis-
ters heve? How is it that a successor hos
not heen appointed to My, Keenan?  The
prresent position is ledicrous, b llope mew-
bers will not fhink T an aspiring to office,
becanse there are some Lhings one ean accept
and some things one cannot aecept. Why
theve is not anotier Minister in this House, [
am at a loss to wnderstund,  Another place
contrels the position, and there arve so many
aspirants for the vacaney that no appoint-
ment has been made hecause semeane might
have bheen offended. T stress that the work
in this House is tvo wneh for any one Min-
ister,  Any inerease in the total number of
Alinisters would be opposed by me. There
shonlll be one less in the other place, and
another Minister heve. Tn pre-Federal days
we had six Ministers——a Premier at £1,200
it vear, and five Ministers al £1,000 o vear.
When we Federaited we parled with the army
and navy, the Cnstows and the Post  and
Telegiaph Deparninents, but notwithstand-
ing that, we bave seven Ministers—we did

lhave eight—six DMinisters each drawing
£1.5088 a year, and the DPremier draw-
ing £1,700.  Those ligures arve less the

reduetion made lnst vear. All those depart-
ment= have heen transferred to the Con-
monwenlth, and =ill we have additional
Ministers at a hizher salary. Tt is this and
other expenditure that has ran us info the
position with which we are at present faced.
T am oppoxed to any increase in the num-
Ler of Ministers, it o second Minister
should be appointed i this House. I ecan-
nof reler to the Governor's Speech without
divecting attention to the faet that during
the last six juonths no fewer than four Min-
i~iers have toured the North-West, n most
nnusual experience. 'We have oceasionally
Bad a vizit from one Minister. Yet, strange
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to say, I cannot find any reference in the
Speech to the North-West. One would think
that the North-West had disappeared from
the map, or been handed over to the Federal
auihorities, or something of the kind. 1
shall not refer further to lhat aspect, be-
cause a committee have heen appointed fo
deal with proposals for the development of
the North. I have no desire to trespass on
the eommittee's preserves, but I felt im-
pelled to mention the lack of reference to
the North after all those Ministerial visits,
T gatber from the Speech that we are to
rergive a grant of £500,000 from the Fed-
eral Government this year. [ was opposed
to Federation. T said that we would be the
tail and the other States would be the dog,
and T was not far wrong. I am opposed to
the riving of periodieal grants to the State.
If a disabilities grant is justified, i should
he made permanent. The Premicrs of West-
ern Australin, South Australia, and Tas-
mania are all in the same position; they are
cverlastingly approaching the Federal anth-
orities for a disabilities grant. So long as
that continues, so long shall be have extrava-
gant Treasurers, It is just the same as the
experience of a father who has an extrava-
gant son. If the son knows that when he gets
into diffienlties he can go to headquarters
and get what he wants, he will bhe extrava-
gant.  Provision for a disabilities grant
should he made permanent or should not he
conceded at all. The South-West irrigation
scheme is referred to in the Governor’s
Speech, As far as I ean learn, there is a
winiature Suez Canal being constructed
somewhere near Tarvey, where there is
lieing cut a drain about 16 miles long. I
have yet to learn how wide or how deep it is
fo be. At any rate, I hope the mistake will
not be made there that was made in other
instances where the drains were dug below
the sea level and where, instead of draining
the lake- into the sea, the sea was drained
into the lakes.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Where was that?

Hon. J. J. HOLAMES: At Busselton and
at the Prel Tistate.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You bhave heen misin-
formed.

Hon. I. J. HOLMES: Was there not also
some trouble at the Abba River?

Hon. W, J. Mann: You have been misin-
formed again,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If I am not mis-
teken, the same position. arose at Herdsman's

Lake.
Tistate.
Hon. W. J. Mann: Your fucts are wron.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
will have his opportunity io speak later on,
and he can correct me. I bad something (o
do with the Peel Estate and saw there mod-
ern inachinery which was purehased at a cose
of thousands of pounds for the purpose ot
cutting drains throngh the big sandhills.
Magnificent machivery it was, capable of
lifting tons of sand and throwing it back
oui of the way. As far as T can learn—per-
Laps I am wrong agnin—that machinery is
still at the Peel Estate, and the men em-
ployed at Harvey are now using shovels and
burrows to earry oui drninage work. |
would not mind even that if they filled their
barrows, but T have noficed that some went
on strike because they were agked to pul
seven shovelsful of sand inko each bharrow
instead of five. Then again, there musé be
an army of tally clerks standing by to see
that each man put i1 his seven shovelsfunl
of sand. Ts that kind of thing to go on!
Is that the way in which we are going to get
out of our difficultiez? Our only salva-
tion iz to develop owr primary products—
wool, wheat and minerals chiefly, and dairv
products as well. Railway freight= play an
important part in eonnection with our pro-
duetion for exporf, ov even home consump-
tion, and T shall have something to zay abouf
railways and Collie coal helore | resume my
seat. Then there is the Arbitration Court
harassing industry. T shalt have something
to sny about that also. Primary produetion
must he encouraged. With all our years of
high protection—20 or 25 years of it, the
position to-day is that 97 per cent. of Aus-
tralian export produets are primary pro-
ducts nnd only 3 per cent. secondary pro-
ducts.  Let me first deal with wool. With-
out hesitation I ean say that the wool we
produce is the hest in the world, but the
present position is that the producer gets
shout two-thirds of what it costs him to
grow it. Then take wheat. Two years ago
the Australian wheatgrowers were urged to
grow more whent, and that was followed by
Federal promises that were never fulfilled.
What did Western Australia do in response
to that request? In 1929-30 our total wheat
harvest was 39,000,000 bushels and in 1930-
31 we produeed 535 million bushels, an in-
erease of 1414 million hushels. How much
did the farmers get for it? In 1029-30 ther
received £8,200,000 for the harvest, and in

I know that also happened at Pecl
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the following vear, when the State produced
1414 million bushels more than it did in
1926-30, the farmers reecived £6,650,000. In
other words, they produeed 14%: million
bushels more than they did in the previons
year, and got for it £1,535,000 less.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Can youn suggest &
remedy 7

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In this Houze we
hegin at the boitom and work up. The hon,
member will learn all about that. Who stood
np to the task set them in response to the
appeal to grow more wheat? The people on
the land. Who stood the loss? Again the
people on the land. I have no hesitation in
saying—and I know something about it—
that we ean grow wheat in this couniry as
economieally as it can be grown in any other
part of the world. We have cheap land; we
can clear it cheaply; we have an ideal rain-
fall, and ideal harvesting conditions, clim-
atically.  Our agricultural appliances ave
better than those to bhe found in other parts
of the world, and that is not an exaggerated
statement. When I saw some of McKay's
latest machinery operating the other day, 1
said, “Flow is it thaf the maker of this ma-
chinery bas not been knighted for what he
has done for agriculture in Australia?” We
have the best agricultural machinery in the
world, but the trouble is that when we get
our wheat to the railway siding, the para-
sites assume control and do not leave it until
it gets into the ship’s hold at Fremantle.
We are urged to grow more wheat in order
to save the eountry, but the people produe-
ing the wheat are beginning to find out that
they are urged to increase their production
%0 that more sops may be provided for poli-
ticians in the thicklr-popnliated areas.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: With my proposal of
six men o control the State, you would not
have that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: How are we going
to get those six men? Would the hon. mem-
her abolish this Flouse? I urge the hon.
member as a new arrival in this Chamber to
put up a practical and not an ahstract pro-
position such as that to whieh he referred.
Coming back to the poarasites whe handle
the wheat on its arrival at the siding. As
we know, coal is the basis of all transport.
We eannot bave dear eoal and cheap railway
freights. The men who produce the when?
work six davs a week from davlight to dark
and sometimes seven davs a week. They
finish when they deliver the wheat at the sid-
ine—7Y do not think they are allowed to

=tack the wheat bhecause that is the union
men's job. The railway men work 44 hours
a week, though [ think the Arbitration
Court decided recently that they should work
48, The men who produce the eoal at Collie
are on a better basis still.  They work five
daxs a week, each day being of seven hours,
or 33 hours a week. We should tackle mat-
ters that we can eontrol and vy to get the
cost of production down to hedrock.  In-
stead of doing our own job, we send ambas-
sadors to Ottawn to get prices advanced.
It is a much more difficult problem to get
prices up than to get our costs down,
but still we are shoving the responsi-
hility on to the other fellow. It is
our jub, however, to tackle the guestion
of reducing the cost of production.  An-
other matter to which I would refer is that
we have men occupying high positions going
aroundl this country, not only Western
Australia but the other States also, telling
the people that we are around the corner.
They know as well as I do that we are not
aronnd the corner, that we are nowhere
near the bottom yef. Ilon. members will
know all about it inside 12 months. T elaim
that these men should know better, and
that they have no righi to mislead the
public.

Hon. T. Moore: You are a chumpion
pessimist.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They have no

right to mislead the publie. Their elear
duty is to tell the publiec the truth. Sooner
or later the public will know the truth.
Hon. C. B. Williams: They know it now
bv the number that ave out of work.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T told the man-
ager of a bank the other day that unless
we faced the position of putting the pri-
mary producer in the wav of growing com-
modities at a profit, the whole fahrie would
20. And uvnless we produced wheat, wool
and minerals at a profit, bank managers
wonld not he worrying ahont their clients,
hut would be worrving abont johs for
themselves, Does the hon. membsr know
that our interest billi amounts to £1,000,060
per week? Does he know that 6145 million
people have to bear this? Has he attempted
to work ont how it has to he paid? No.
He contents himself with interjectine when
a man is trying to point ont the position.
To come back to the cost of coal in this
country. Members have probably read all
about the ““tin hare stunt’’ in New South
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Wales. | say the coul stunt in Wesztern
Australia is the neavest approach to the tin
hare stunt iu New South Wales that I am
aware olf. The railways of this State con-
sume 83 per cent. of the coal produced in
Collie. They pay 19s, per ton For it at the
pit’s mouth, and 12s. Gd. per ton is pail
for the eaal used at the Fast Perth power-
honse. To that, 11s. per ton is added for
hanling it from Collie to the centre of dis-
tribution. That makes the price of Collic
coal for our railwavs 30s. per ton.

Hor. W. J. Mann: The price has been
redueed now.

Hon. L. Rose: Yes, it is not that price
now. It was, 12 months ago.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The price has
been reduced by 2 Gd. per ton. So we
et 16s, Gd. per ton plus 1ls, haulage, or
27s. 6d. per ton. And the power house
coal ar 12s. Gd. ean e calenlated on the
same basis.  Oviginally a Job of that power
house voul was dumped ab Collie.  Tater
we paid 45 6d. per ton for it at Collie,
whereas we ave now paving 125 6d. per
ton less 25 6d. tor it. The railways have
to pay 27s. 6d. per ton for Collie coal, as
compared with Neweastle eoal at 32s, per
ton. Neweastle eoal s been sold recently
at 27z 8d. f.ob. FPremantle. 1§ costs s
4l in landing charges, whieh makes it 32s.
as against the 27s. 6d. for Collie eoal. The
comparative value of coals, as supplied by
the Railway Departmnent, shows that ont

ton of Neweastle coal is egual fo 117
tons of average Collie coal. Apart al-
together from the difterence in  price,
there is the cost of handling a ton
and a half of coal instead of a tun,

and  the cost of hanling a ton and a
halt inziead of a ton. For every half-ton
ol extra coal hanled, the railways hanl Lall’
o Lon less of merchandise. We find that the
rallways tuke approximately 300,000 tons of
coal per annum, and the tramways shout
100,000 tons. 50 hon, members can work
out for themsclves what the coal industry s
easting the State,  On a rough estimate, the
railways pay For eoal at least £100,000 per
annum in addition to what they should be
payine,  1f we wark it out on an actuarial
hasis, including the cost of hauling and hand-
ling, and the inclusive enst of the extra coal
required, £150,000 per  annum wonld  he
nearer the mark,

Hon. E. Rose: The railways will have to
reditee the Preight on eoal.

Hov, J. 00 HOLMES: The vailways do
ol lanl the eval from Collie for nothing.
They =ay they cunnot haul it for less than
they ave charging now.  Surely the hon.
member does not suggest that hecinse tle
rallways chiarge 11s. per ion for haunling coul
from Collie to Perth it represents a profit to
the State! At all events, if it is a prolit, it
is not rellected in the annual report of the
Railway Departinent.

Hon. K. Rose: The Preight on conl fromn
Neweastle to Albany iz clieaper than the
freight on coal trom Callie to Albany.

Hon, ). J. HOLMES:  To-day we have
this ¢ry brought up by members that we
shonld buy commodities produeed within the
State.

Hon. €. B, Willinms: Do von not believe
in that? :

Hon, Jo L HOLMES: To a given point,
vesi but it can be overdone, as it has beeu
i respeet of Collie eonl, We have the Min-
ister For Railways complaining that the pas-
toralisis up  North  are buying  Eastern
States goods—presumably hecause they are
of better quality, are pat up hetter, will keep
better, and prebably the price is hetter. But
does the Minister for Railways tell us that
in 1930 the traders of this eountry nsed
56,060 tons of Collie coal tess than they il
i the previous vear?  OFf conrse he dues
nol—mnor does he tetl wus the reason tor ir
I will tell the House why; it was beeanse he
and the Collie vonl people have mesle the
price of Colite enal so high that it is not pro-
fitable for anyonre to use it unless he really
s to,

Hon. K. H. Gray: What has taken the
Mace of Coltie ¢oal?

Hon, 130 HOLMES:  Apart from the
Guvernmenl railways, what better enstomer
could we have for Collie coal than the Mid-
land Railway Co.?  Their engines are suit-
ihde and their vun is bub a short one, thns
cacaping Jong exposure ol the coal, as when
it has to be earvied all the way to Meeka-
tharea an the State railwavs, Why does not
the Midland Ruilway Company use Collie
comd? Binply heceause, as the result of the
combination which  has forced up the price,
it dlaes not pay the Midlamd Railway Cown-
pany tu buy Collie coal, bul pays them better
to huy Newcastle coal. Yel beeanse some
individual huys a tin ot jam from the Fast-
ern States and sends it up North, the Min-
ister for Railways opers ont on the subjoet.
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Hon, C. B. Williams: If we brought cattle
from the Kastern States, the North wounld
o out of existence.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Alr.
something about Collie coal.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And he kuows some-
thing ahout cattle too.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: | would draw his
attention to the Railway Commissioner's re-
port, whieh peints out, in 1931, that Grilfin
eoal had been used by the railways, The
Royal Commissioner reported that it was
worth onlv 15s. 0d. per ton, as eompared with
other Collie coal at 193, per ton. But at the
time the report was written, the railways
were taking 400 tons per week of CGriflin
coal, not at 15s. 8d per ton, but at 19s. per
ton. The Royal Commissioner’s report esti-
mated the comparative value of Griffin coal
at 15s. Yd. as agninst 19s, for other Collie
coal.

Hon. B. Rose: What test had he made?

Hon. J. ). HOLMES: He was a Royal
Commissioner who knew his job.

Hon. J. Ewing: He did not finish his job.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: He pointed ont
that the railways had been using 400 tons
per week of Griffin coal at 19s. per ton and
that it was worth only 13s. 0d. per ton.

Han. E. Rose: What did he say about the
other mines?

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: We all thought he
would make a comparison helween other
Collig coals and Neweastle coal.

Member: Is titere not a contraet betwean
the Railway Pepartment and the Collie pro-
prietors and the miners?

Ton. J. J. HOLMES: " Yes, the price was
to have heen 19s. per ton less the reduection
in the wages of the miners. But those wagas
were redueed nearly n year ago and there is
a eonference sitting now, nearly a year aftey
the event, to decide what reduction is to be
made in the price. Rut if you take 2s. Gd
off the price of Grillin coal, and 2s. Gd. off
the price of eonl from the other Collie mines,
vou slill get the differenee in value of the
coal, as set out by the Royal Commissioner.
As T have said, the priee of eoal enntrols the
cost of production, and our primary pPro-
ducts cunnot carry the present imposition.
The conl question is the higgest menace we
have to face. The railway people tell us
that a ton of Newcastle coal is equal to a ton
and a halt of Collie eoal. We want this ex-
pert Commissioner’s report—we have nol
had it vet—as to the value of the best Collie

Ruse knows

coal as compared with XNeweastle coal.
Turning again to the 44-hour week workel
by the railwny men although the Arbitra-
tion Court said they should work 48 hours,
1 find on page 42 of the Railway Commis-
sioner’s report that the long =ervice leav:
Cor the year ended 30th June, 1931, cost
£80,000, being £20,000 for the salaried staft
and £60,000 for the wages staff. Do mern-
hers realise that?

Hon. C. B. Williams:
with that?

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: 1 can understan
the salaried stafl heing entitled to long ser-
vice leave, for I helieve theyv nre frequently
called wpon to work overtime without re-
wuneration, whereas the wages staff are
paid for all overfime worked. Yet in faecc
of that, the long service leave for the wages
stafl, cost the Railway Department in that
year, £60,000 as against £20,000 for the sal-
avied stnif,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Would vou have us
repudiate that liability ?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 would advoeate
the repudiation of anything that had been
done hehind the haek of Parlinment. What
I have said applies only to the railway staff.
Members of the tramway staff are also
granted long service leave. For the year
ended 30th June, 1931, the salaried staft cost
the tramways £700, and the wages stafl
LLIND, a total of £2,600.

ITou. A. M. Clydesdale: Divided amongst
how many men?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon, member
kuows, Tn these days of depression, and
economies that we hear so much ahout, when
the wheatgrowers work seven days a week,
we find these men enjoying long serviee
leave, presumably beenuse they have votes.
For the year ended 30th June, 1931, lonz
service leave cost the Electricity Supply De-
parvtment £250 in the case of the salarizd
staff, and £900 in the ease of ihe wages stalf,
a total of £1,150. We now come to the Fro-
mantle harbour where another Cusloms
house has heen set up. T make no apology
lor the figures I quote. The report of thr
Iremantle Harbour Trust to the 30th June,
1931, whieh should have been laid on th-
Table of the House, wns not presented unbil
this afternoon. T bad therefore to zn haek
to the report for the vear 1930.  During
that period the revenue of the Harbour
Trust from all sourees wa- £560,000, an:
the expenditure £250,000. the sum of

What is wronz
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£310,008 being cavried 1o net revenne ac-
eount. T have a recollection of a Loan Bill
being hefore uz recently, providing, amongst
other things, for reconstruetion work at tle
Fremantle harbour, and vet for the year
1930 we find on the halanee sheet a sum of
£310,000 being earvied down to the net rev-
enue aceount. Lef us assume that the har-
hour cost 2% millien pounds—that is the
approximate cost— and that interest has
not been provided. The money waz bhor-
rowed many years ago and the interest
would not average more than ahout four per
cent. We can then put £100,000 aside for
interest, and there is still left £210,000,
which has by a process of bleeding
been taken froin the primary producers.
I asked one hig shipping firm for particu-
lars as to what it cost the average wheat
ship to gef into and out of the Fremantle
harbour. When 1 got the figures 1 conbil
not helieve them to be correct. 1 =aid [T
knew of one ship which had gene out loaded
with wheat in bulk, bul after four days
sprung a leak and wus obliged to return fo
Fremantle. 1 thought that might have been
the ship referred to. but it was not. 'The
ship abont which U got the partienlars came
into Fremantle to lift 8,500 tons of wheat.
The in-and-ont charges imposed by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trost amounted to approxi-
mately £350 for pilotage, berthing, ete. The
berthing Aues came to £154 alone, and the
Commonwenlth light dues to £116. The tow-
age amounted to £20 10s, pilotage to £3G,
mooring to £2 10s.. and then there were too-
nage dues and so forth, making an actnal
total of £354 13s. 1d. This was imposed by
the Fremantle Tavhour Trust at the expense
of the primary producers. 1 now ¢ome io
the other section of people who handled that
wheat. The loading of that whent was done
with the most modern bag handling appli-
ances in the Southern Hemisphere and the
quantity con<isted of 8,500 tons.  To handle
this wheat eost abont £1,200, which, added
to the £354, mucle o total of over £1,550. 1Por
the use of their applinnees the Harbonr Trust
received an additional £200, and £1,000 went
in wages for the men who put the wheat into
the ship.  Apart [rom the cut the railways
obtained out of that consigminent of wheat,
it cost £1,5650 to get the ship in and out of
the harbour. Despite all these charges, the
erowers are told fo produee  more wheat.
How long will this rontinue, | should like tu
know? I have heen secking information

in conneetion with hulk handling.  The bet
point that hus been made so far is that bulk
handling will mean cutting down the charges
at the port of Fremantle. Because the ships
will pet guicker despatch the wheat will he
handled ab g4 lower rate. I can imagine the
attitude of the Treasurer with this second
customs house at Fremantle, 1f it is found
that the lay days of the ships at Fremantle
are fewer under the bulk system than under
the hag system, it will not be loug before the
charge Yor the reduced munher of lay duvs
is brought into Jine with the nunber undev
the bag handling systen. One of the hest
points that has been made in Lavour of halk
handling is in conneetion with the rednetivn
in costs at the port of Fremantle, There is,
however, no guarantee  fthat this reduction
will vontinue.  As svon as the Treasurer
witkes up to the fuet thal this revenue-pro-
dueing customs house at Fremantle is not
supplying the Treazury with the Cumds thal
it did befere, the price will e adjusted ae-
cordingly and the primary producer will
sgain be catled upon to pay.

Hon, W, H. Kitson: 1F no harbour charges
at all were imposed, wounld that affeet the
price of wheat in this conntry?

Haon, o J0 HOLMER ; Yes. We can grow
wheat as ecomienlly ns can he dune in any
part of the world. We deliver it to the rail-
way siding, and when we have got it Lhere
wo lwve finished with it. It fhen becomes
the unionists’ jol.  The Industrial Avhitva-
tion Comrt is another thing thal is hamper-
ing industry, [t was first established in New
Zealind, whose bhad exanaple was Tollowel
by Awustralia. Neiw Zealand has sinee.hal
to alwndon industeial arbitration, and | say
the dlay is net Far distant when this State
will aleo have (o abandon it.  There is noth-
ing else for us o do. Ne one knows that
better flunn those labonr members who have
narde o stuldy of the situation,

Hon, C. B, Williams: That s ulter uon-
sense. You know nothing ahout it,

The PRESTDENT : Order!

Hon, J. . HOLMES: The Arbitration
Conrf is o menace Lo ouwr industries sl has
beens for a Jonge time,

Hone €0 B, Williams:
abont if.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We used to give
our ¢hildren Gd. o week pocket money. They
may have been able to spend 9d. by bor-
rowing from the other fellow: it did not take

You know nathing
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them long to reach a dead end. So it is with
the Arbitration Court. We have been fixing
rates and eonditions on a falze basis, The
only bazis (o use is that which the industry
an earrv. We have fixed the rates and con-
ditions on what it cosfs fo live, irrespective
of whether the industry can carry the hwr-
den or not.  We know how our industries
have bheen ruined hy heing called upon to
pax fabulous wages under impossible working
conditions,  Thir was Jdone in mueh the same
way as the hoy getting Gd. a week was
able to horrow an extra 3d. from his fel-
lows, AN this has been done on borrowed
wattey. [ said ten years ago that we eould
never get any reform in this eountry until
our aredit had been stopped,  Our eredit
has not vet lbeen stopped. It has bheen
stopped overseas, but has not been stopped
by the Loan Couneit or the Commianwealth
Bank. Tf T view the position rorrectly,
within the next 12 months our eredit in
Australia will be entirely stopped.

Hon. . W, Aliles: The sooner the heiter.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Those who are in
control of the Commonwealth Bank have
to see that the institation is kept solvent.
They vannot o on lending money. There
must conie a time when the States will
stamd atill in the maiter of loans. Where
shall we et the wmonev from then? Tt will
have o be earned before we ean get it.
When we have to earn befuore we can spend
we shall et down 1o bedroek and will he-
zin to wet back to ~olveney. There is any
amount of eapital in Australia to-day, bat
there are very few avenues, with (he ex-
ception of zohl mining. inte which people
will put their money loc the development
of primary ndustries becanse prunary pro-
duction haz heen made unprofitahle.

Hon., €. B. Williuns:  [s that the fault
of the Nustralian people or its polilicians?
You are very absolnte.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The basis of the
trouble is the adult suffraze of Australia,
The faet that the politicians of Australia
have howed and seraped fo everyone who
had a vole has browrhi us to the position
e oW aeeupy.

Hon. i, ¥raser: Is the hon. member
speaking from his own experience?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Industries have
heen ruined by the conditions imposed
upon them, and by the expenditure of loan
money to pay absurdly high wages. Now
fhat the Jonn money iz not available, in-

dustey is parvalysed and we find ourselves
in our present position,

Hon. €. K. Williams:
sort.

on. J. J. HOLMES:
producing gold.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is not Aus-
tralia’s fault that the price of our primary
products is so low.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It is Australia’s
tault that the cost of production is so
high.

The PRESIDENT: I would point out
that the Hon. Mr. Holmes has the floor.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 7The hon. mem-
ber represents what is known as a shel-
tered industry. (iold is now at the highest
price ever known.

Hon, C. B. Williams:
gold hut not wheat.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Am 1, ov is the
hon. member addressing the House?

The PRESIDENT: I must insist that
Alr. Williams shall net interrupt the hon.
member.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
not worth listening to.
go out.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
cvidently does not like the truth. We have
rold at a high value, plus exchange and plus
a honus. But when we get down to bedroek,
no induvstry is worth developing if it has to
be kept going by bonnses. We must bring
our costs of production in tune with the
workd's nuirkei, or else go out of the indus-
try. What does the Arbitration Court do?
It harasses industry; it enforces rates now
withent regard for the power of the industry
to earry on at a profit.  The Arbitration
Court hases rates of wages on the cost of
living instead of on what industry ean
ceconomically bear. Fven TLabhour represen-
tatives know, I think, that the day of indus-
trial arbitration is gone: yet on picking up
a newspaper the otler day I found that the
two assessors, as I think they are called, the
employees” representative and the employ-
ez’ representative in the court, have been
re-nppointed for a further ferm of three
vears. Siill, that difliculiy ean he overcome
when we abolish the Arbitration Court. I
understand that when an office is abolished.
the agreement or appointment ceases t.
exist.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: You do not know
mueh ahont it

Nothing. nf the

We certainly are

The world wants

His remarks are
I will, therefore,
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Hon. J. .J. HOLMES:
something. It I am wrong, T hope T shall
be corrected. While the Labonr Government
were in office, there was hefore this Chamber
a proposal to give the two assessors, or ad-
vocafes as [ call them, pensions. Am I
right, or am I wrong? I am seeking infor-

I believe I know

mation. T Lelieve T am right; I know T am
right. T considered it my duty to tell the

Housze that if thase two assessors wanted
pensions, it was the duty of the Trades Hail
to pension one of them and the duty of the
Employers' Tederation fo pension the other,
and not the duty of the countrv. But what
are those assessors there for? Of what use
are they? T make no reference to the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Conrt. He is the
man who 8ls a very diflienlt position, and
1 am not going fo say a word against him.
But there is the employees’ represcntative,
and there is the employers’ representative,
and the Stale pays them £850 a year each,
less emergency legislation. When one goes
down to the Arbitration Court, one finds
the memhers of the sta yunning backwards
and forwards from ollice to office, hutting
into one another, borvowing pens and pen-
cils and paper to carry over till the 30th
June, and so keep the expenditure down.
Surely the whole thing is heing hurlesqued.
The State is paying £1,700 a year, less de-
duetions to two men, one to counteract thie
vther, while the staff are runming about the
same bnilding trying to economise ink, pens,
pencils and paper.

Hon. W. H. Kitson:
one man is sufficient?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. membey
will he able to tell us what good the other
iwo men are. I claim that their advoeacy
should be on the Hoor of ihe ecourt, and that
one should be puid by the employers and the
other by the employees. If one assessor were
puid by the Trades Hall and the other by
the Emiployers’ Federation, how leng would
the appointments last?  How long would it
then take to di~cover that one assessor was
there to say ves, and the other to say no,
cach time? Tt is beeause the State foots the
hill that they are allowed fo remain there.
All these eosts are heing piled on to industry
to sueh an extent that they ennnot be carried
much longer. Now } wish to make o short
reference o the finanecial position generally.
Hon. members ave aware that two years ago
Sir Otlo Niemever, one of the linanciers of
the world, was out here.

You suggest that

Hon. E. H. Harris: By invitation.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: By invitation of
the Seullin Government, although it was de-
nied. Then it was agveed that in order to
save Anstralia from hankruptey Budgets
lind to be balanced straightaway. I pass
over all the various trips to Melbourne and
back until T come to the last conference.
Presumably we had the political byains
of Australia at that conference. The
leaders of the parties representing a
majority in each State turned up at thet
conference two yvears after the balancing of
the Budgets had been agreed upon, with a
demanil for what? Twenty millions of
money to haiance their Budgets for the cur-
rent year. The Premiers of the States which
two years ago agreed to balanee their Bud-
wets assembled in Melhourne recently an
asked for 20 millions of money to halanee
their Budgets for the vear ending on the
A0th June, 1933.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is not new:
we read that in the newspapers long ago.

Hon. J. J. IIOLMES: They asked for
20 millions of money.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is nothing new,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: XNo, but it should
be placed on record. Did they reeall for
one minute that the reckless borrowing and
spending of money had helped to bring
about the present financial position, had
piled np an interest bill of £53,000,000 «
year? Thd they stop to think that 5 per
cent. on £20,000,000 represenied another
million o vear of interest to come from the
taxpayers of Australia, and withont one
sixpence of assets to vepresent it? Did the
Premiers stop to think of that?

Hon. W. J. Mann: 1 eannot tell you.

The PRESTDENT: Order!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Did the Premier
of this State stop to think of 1t? Has our
State Premier, who finished with a deficit
of £1,500,000 on the 30th June, 1932, sat
down to think that the interest on that
£1,500,000 represents £75,000 per annum to
he found by the people of this State? And
that is without saying anything about the
sinking fond under the Financial Agree-
ment. Here is another £73,000 annually to
be bled from the people of Western Aus-
tralia, who are already bled white. I re-
peat, we will get no refurm in this coun-
tey until the Loan Council and the Com-
monwealth Bank stop our eredit. T repeat
also that the sconer our credit is stopped,
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the better. T the P'remiers had been sent
hack tfrom the last conference aund told tu
carry out their promises of two years ago.
then wa wonld see how long ihe MArbiira-
tion Cotirt would last, and how leng thi~
State would find €150,000 extra per anntm
for Collie eoal, bevond what we ouzht to
pay.  Then we wonld get the coxt of pro-
duction down,  The Ureniers would not re-
fquire to be flving to Melbourne like vul-
fures alter a deadd carease: the carcase at
all events is nearly dead. Instead of the
Premiers  returning  to  their respeetive
States anid telling the people that the eov-
ner was being turned, they would say that
we had to earn, and that borrewing had
been stopped. Nobhody knows hetter than
the Premiers that ne progress at all is
being made. and that no progress will be
nirde ag loug as the Loan Couneil and the
Commonwealth  Bank  eonlinue to  find
money. 1t ought to be made a eriminal
aet for any politician to mislead the puh-
e on malters of this kind, What 1 new
refer to ix not the other fellaw’s joh. Ti
i= our jolbb fo put the matter right. We
must faee it within the next 12 months. T
may be ealled a pessimist. T was called
pessimist and a eroaker and all sorfs of
things 10 to 15 years ago. T am staling
the facts as well as my limted eapacity
will allow me. T tell hon, members that
the blow has not come vet. and that in my
opinion it will come in aboul 12 months.
We ean, T repeat. produce primary pro-
duets as eeomomically as any part of the
world, hut we cannot carry all these overs
head charges. The public are blaming mem-
hers of Pavlinmeni for the present position
of affairs. and T tell the publie, business
people and all, #*Yon have the Parliament
that vou asked for. You have not the
Parliament that von wanted, but you have
ant the Parliament vou asked for. Yon
aanted money horrowed and besged—I do
not say stolen: monev obtained by any
means, to be squandered on a jamboree.”’
We have had ihe jamhorce. Trrespective
of the Commenwealth we borrowed and
zpent. The hoomerang is coming baek now,
and T think the knoek-down blow will be
the sirnal for reform. We have got down
to economising on pencils and pins: the
Treazury is busy on that job. Yet on pick-
ing up this morning’s paper I found that
four Ministers and eight heads of depart-
ments had been down to Waroona for the

opening of o new factory, and | do not
think they used the railways to get there.
Civil servants are now told that they must
fravel hy rail even if they have meotor cars
hut we find that four Ministers and eight
deparimental heads when travelling do not
use the railwavz, On a<king how these
visitors got to Wareona. 1 was told that
it was prineipally by mean~ of tiovernment
ek,

Hon, 1. B Bolton: No. The company
provided most of the transport.

Hon. J. J. 1HOLAIER:  We provided
tramsport for the four Ministers aad the
cight heads of  departments.  There are
other matters that I could denl wilh, Far
instanee, there is the Workers” Conpensa-
tion Act, a menace to the industry of West-
ern Auslealin, that was pasced by a Honse
that has heepine a party Monse. That was
the tronble, and that is the position 1 wish
to avoid in the future.  Apart Erom anything
else, we have flie present vast melropolitan
area extending Yor 50 miles =outh, cast, and
north of Perth, overrun with municipal coun-
cils and road boavds. The members of those
hodies are doing all they ean to harass awd
annoy  people, hecause they have nothing
glse to do. They are eating up the rate-
paxers’ money.  fn one road honrd district
hetween Perih and Fremantle, a poor woman
was mking jaum in o order to sell it and =o
maintain her children.  She was visited by
inspectors and had great difliculiy in can-
vineing them that her premises did net con-
sfitute a tuetory. The Town Planning Com-
mission’s ofliers are going out info the hosh
and fixing vesidential and factory aveas, |
knaw another instance in one of the road
hoavd districts where there lives a man who
Is a motor wechanie.  lle ean coive to my
house and repair wy wotor ear, but if he
takes it to premise: in the bush between heve
and Fremantle and into o road hoavd area,
he is told that he is controlling a factory.
I wonld rot mind i the inspectors were pul-
ting the positian properly before the peaple
converned, but thev are not. T remember the
Bill heing brought before this Honse anid
the disenssion that took place an the delini-
tion of a factory. The lale Mr. Lovekin
said that if we were not eareful, a woman
working her sewing machine in bher vwin home
wonld be covered hy the definition. We in-
serted & provision that at [east four persons
must be employved hefore the premises could
he considered a factory, Yet these inspectors
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are going around annoying people as I have
indicated. Because they have no money io
spend, they are eating into the rates and an-
noying the residents. 1 noticed a striking
mstance of what is geing on throughont the
State when 1 watched some men working last
week. There were two municipal employees
and z foreman—the foreman had his over-
voat on. They were engaged in replanting
some Ltrees in place of some that had died
The two men were endeavouring to dig one
hole, and the foreman was looking on. Some-
onp elsc came along later to plant the trees.
On the other side of the road there was a big
motor lorry—eontrolled by  private enter-
prise—mamied by one man who was londing
it with sand and was able to get away in
sthout the time it took the two men and the
foreman to dig a hole for a small tree. That
is an indieatton of the extravagance that is
going on from one end of the country to the
other. 'The movement is led by members
of the Government. We have heads of de-
partments travelling round the country und
spending money here, there and everywhere.
Then they return to town and urge the oflice
buy to chase around in an effort to cconomise
in pins and nibs, paper and paste. We
will never rid ourselves of our troubles
until we fuce the task of reducing the cost
of production of the articles we can produce
to a level that will enable us to compete in
the world's market. When we do that, we
can talk about preference for our goods
within the British Bmpive. [ sappert the
metion,

On motion by Hon. J. Nichalson, debate
adjonrned.

flouse adjourned at G.53 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
p-n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DISABILITIES UNDER
FEDERATION.

State Committee’s Repurt,

Mr. GRIFPITHS asked the FPremier: ],
Daes the report of the State Committee own
Western Australia’s Disabilities under Fed-
erition (1932) show that the State woulid
have benefited to the extent of £1,561,063
annually by being separated from the Bast-
ern States? 2, Does he agree with Mr. H.
K. Watson’s review of the report when he
states that the henelits should e inereased -
by an additional amount of £603,000% 3,
Does the State Comnuittee agree with M.
Whafson in his contention that the Stafe
would henchit by ot least £2,000,000 annually !

The PREMLIER replied: 1, The Commii-
tee estimated that Western Australin would
have henefited by at least £1,561,065 during
the finaneial vear 1928-29 if the State hadl
hecr free to mnpose the sane rate of custowm-
dutics on goods imported from the Laster.
States as iz imposed by the Commonwealih
Government on approximately similar 2oods
imported from overseas. 32, 1 am awaitine
a report from the State Commiltee on My,
Watson’s figures. 3, Mr. Watson's figure-
are heing examined by the Conunittee.

QUESTION—WHEAT CARTING
BONUS.

Mr. BROWN asked the Minister for
Lands: Is it the intention of the Government
o re-enact the wheat carting bonus for the
forthecoming season?

The JMINISTER FOR LAXNDS replied:
This will he considered at the proper time.



